
Singer-songwriters, Susan Gibson and Michael Hearne, will join Alamosa’s own Don Richmond for the 8th Annual 

Concert for Cancer Relief songwriter-in-the-round on Saturday, April 26 at 7:30 pm at Society Hall, 400 Ross Avenue in 

Alamosa. Doors open at 6:30 pm. The concert benefits the San Luis Valley Cancer Relief Fund. Tickets are $30.00 and will 

go on sale March 26th. This event has sold out the past two years so be sure to get your tickets early. 

Anyone who meets singer-songwriter Susan Gibson will know immediately that her family is a core foundation in 

everything she does, from the songs she writes to the tour routes she takes. Whether it’s hearing her stories from the 

stage at one of hundreds of live shows around the country each year, sitting in on a songwriting workshop or coaching 

session with her, or running into her on the street in your town while she’s walking her 5 dogs on a break from driving to 

the next show...you will hear Susan speak of her family. “Remember Who You Are” is Gibson’s latest collection of songs 

and was recorded with producer Don Richmond at the helm at Howlin’ Dog Studios in Alamosa, Colorado. 

Michael Hearne’s destiny has been tangled in wire and wood since he first laid his hands on a guitar at the age of seven. 

With a natural ear for harmony and an aptitude for picking, it wasn’t long before a young Michael Hearne was a fixture 

at parties and local events in his childhood hometown of Dallas. By the age of sixteen he had honed his skills on the 

guitar and, without a doubt in his mind about his destiny, he hit the road as a touring musician. Michael’s career over 

the next few decades would take him across the southwest and beyond. Calling the mountains of northern New Mexico 

home for many years, Michael shared his talents as a singer, songwriter, and picker in bars, listening rooms and dance 

halls throughout the region. In the 1980’s, he toured as a member of Michael Martin Murphey’s band, recording on 

Murphey’s 1982 self-titled album for Liberty Records. Hearne has penned songs for Jerry Jeff Walker and Gary P. Nunn 

(“Lesson to be Learned from Love”) and his New Mexico anthem, “New Mexico Rain,” was recorded by country music 

legend Johnny Rodriguez as well as by his uncle and aunt, Bill and Bonnie Hearne. Michael has also co-written with 

Mentor Williams, Andy Byrd, Shake Russell, Keith Sykes, and many others. 

Richmond has been playing music for more than 45 years and has been described as “practically peerless as a picker, 

singer, producer, and arranger”. Richmond is a singer, songwriter, multi-instrumentalist, and producer who plays just 

about anything with strings and because of this, is often in demand to accompany musicians touring Colorado, New 

Mexico, and Texas, besides performing with his band The Rifters and as a solo act. Richmond is also part-owner in 

Howlin’ Dog Records, a small independent label producing music that he calls “Southwest Americana.” 

Richmond has become a staple of the annual concert having been through the cancer journey himself.  “I received 

incredible community support when I was diagnosed with Stage IV colon cancer. When Teri (McCartney, former 

treasurer of SLVCRF) became a Board member and asked me to help with a fundraiser, it seemed like a great way to give 

back to this community that supported me in so many ways while I dealt with cancer,” Richmond says. “I’ll never be able 

to pay it all back, but it sure feels good to try.” 

 

The SLVCRF acts as a channel, collecting money through fundraisers and memberships, and then passing that on to local 

cancer patients. Founded in 2006, the organization continues to grow. In 2006 only six stipends were given to patients. 

In 2018, stipends of $300 were sent to 73 patients across the Valley. Additionally, Christmas ‘gifts’ of $50.00 were given 

to 61 patients through mailed Christmas cards. 

The annual Concert for Cancer Relief is the organization’s biggest fundraiser of the year. “Cancer touches all of us” said 

McCartney. “We all know and love someone who has been diagnosed with cancer. It’s not an easy journey and being 

able to give even this small stipend shows support and love from the community. It’s a joy to assist this organization.” 
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